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Simple Dinosaur
Softies

Dinosaurs continue to be a
really popular theme for
children’s rooms, and I’m sure
they always will be.  In the
April 2018 Bustle & Sew
Magazine I included a pattern
for a hand embroidered
dinosaur picture.  These two
friendly looking dinosaurs are
taken directly from that design
- and given a whole new life
as simple embroidered softies.

They are felt shapes, machine
appliqued onto a felt
background and given some
hand embroidered touches.

Each toy is approximately 9”
long.

Materials

For each dinosaur

● 10” x 6” grey wool blend felt

● 12” x 16” light green or preferred
background colour felt

● Bright green and light pink stranded
cotton embroidery floss

● Black and cream sewing thread

● Toy stuffing

● Embroidery foot for your sewing machine

● Bondaweb

● Temporary fabric marker pen
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Method
● Cut your pale green background felt into

two 12” x 8” rectangles.  Put one rectangle
to the side for now.

● Trace the full size template onto the paper
side of your Bondaweb and cut out roughly.
Fuse to the grey felt and cut out carefully
making sure the edges are nice and smooth
as any rough or jagged edges will be very
obvious.

● Peel off the paper backing and fuse your
dinosaur shape to the centre of your
background felt using a cloth to protect
your work from the hot iron.

● Use your temporary fabric marker pen to
draw in the features and scales.

● Fit the embroidery foot to your sewing
machine and drop the feed dogs.

● With black thread in your needle and cream
in your bobbin go around the edge of each
shape twice - not too neatly - you’re aiming
for a sort of scribbled effect.  Use your
machine to “draw” in the edges of the
scales, spines and other features in the
same way.  If you’re not confident to do this,
then it’s fine to work the features in back
stitch and black embroidery floss instead.

● Add colour to the spines and along the
Triceratops’ back with two strands of green
embroidery floss.  The back stripes are
simple running stitch and the spines on the
Ankylosaurus are back stitch.  Give each
dinosaur a pink cheek too.

● When finished remove all temporary fabric
marks and press on the reverse.

● Place the other piece of green felt on a
clean flat surface and position your applique
face down on top.  With your temporary
fabric marker pen draw a line around the
edge of the dinosaur about 1 - 1 ½” from

the edge of the applique and roughly
following its shape (there’s no need to be
very exact).

● Return your sewing machine to normal
settings and machine along that line with a
¼” seam allowance (approx - again it isn’t
necessary to be completely accurate),
leaving a 3” gap at the bottom for turning.

● Trim seam allowance and clip curves.

● Turn right side out and press.

● Stuff shape using small pieces of stuffing to
avoid lumpiness.  Mould in your hands and
turn regularly as you go to make sure it’s
nice and even.  It’s best to slightly overstuff
(but not too much as this will distort the
shape and put stress on your seams) as
stuffing does compress with use and you
don’t want a floppy dinosaur!

● Close stuffing gap using slip stitch or ladder
stitch.

● FINISHED!!
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Freddie’s Dinosaurs - from which the two simple softies are taken.  Pattern appears
in the April 2018 issue of the Bustle & Sew Magazine or in the Bustle & Sew store.

http://bustleandsew.com/magazine
https://bustleandsew.com/product/freddies-dinosaurs-embroidered-picture/
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Why do we love to stitch?  After all you can purchase mass-produced textile items at many high
streets stores for very little cost.  These days handmade means something special - a unique

item created with love, a gift from the heart, not one that can be bought.  Hand stitching is also a
great way to personalise an item, or perhaps to breathe new life into an old favourite that has

seen better days.

Bustle & Sew offers my own unique patterns, designed to appeal to all skill levels and bring out all
your natural creativity.  And you can keep up to date with all the latest news from Somerset
where I live as well as the newest patterns and much more over on the Bustle & Sew Blog.

PS If you love stitching, then you’re sure to enjoy my Bustle & Sew Magazine.  It’s
delivered by email to your in-box each month and is crammed full of ideas, projects,
features, articles, patterns and more to inspire you.   To learn more please visit the
Bustle & Sew website.

Helen xx

Please respect my copyright.  You may share this pattern as much as you wish providing you leave all my
information and links in place.. You are welcome to sell items you personally have made using this pattern

provided you credit Bustle & Sew with the design. You are not licensed to go into mass production.
Thank you.
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